TOPIC: EARLY JAPAN AND FEUDALISM

I. Geography
A) Japan is located in East Asia and is considered to be an archipelago- A country that consists of a group of islands (Japan is made up of 4 main islands)
B) Japan has a long and irregular (unsmooth/rough) coastline
C) Japan is made up mostly of mountains, which has made farming difficult.
1) Terrace Farming- In order to farm in the mountains, the Japanese had to dig and carve flat areas (called terraces) into the sides of mountains. NOTE: The Inca of Peru (in South America) used the same technique.
II. Religion
A) Shinto is the religion of Japan. It is a religion (similar to Animism in Africa) that believes all living and non-living things in nature (such as trees, mountains, rivers, animals, etc.) have a spirit.
B) Later in Japan’s history, Buddhism became popular as well. Today, most Japanese practice both Shinto and Buddhism.

III. Influence of China on Japan
A) Cultural Diffusion- Early Japan was GREATLY influenced by contact with the neighboring Asian civilization of China. Through contact with China, Japan received many important things:
1) Writing- Japan’s first form of writing was influenced by Chinese writing.
2) Buddhism- the Japanese learned about the Buddhist religion from the Chinese.
3) Tea- the Japanese first learned how to cultivate (grow) tea from the Chinese.
IV. Japanese Feudalism
A) Similar to Europe during the Middle Ages, Japan developed a system of feudalism early in its history.  The feudal system worked like this:
1) Emperor and Shogun (military general) - They were the rulers of Japan.
2) Daimyo- They were the wealthy nobles who were given land by the emperor and Shogun in return for loyalty and military service.
3) Samurai- They were the warriors of Japanese society. They pledged loyalty to the Daimyo and had to fight when necessary. The samurai had a code of behavior called Bushido (which required the samurai to be loyal to the Daimyo and to fight bravely in battle).
NOTE: Japanese feudalism was very similar to European  feudalism:
1) Japanese samurai and European knights both followed a code of behavior. Bushido was the code of the Samurai and Chivalry was the code of the knights. Both codes emphasized loyalty and bravery.
2) Japanese and European feudalism were both decentralized, which means that power was given to many different local leaders instead of being concentrated in the hands of a single ruler.
3) Because people in each society had a clear role to follow, feudalism brought structure, order, and stability (calmness) to society.
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